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Findings

The study's findings indicated that 89% of the studied infants
exhibited indicators associated with autism during the first
15 months offfe.

Conclusions

These findings affirm the assumption that indicators
for autism frequently appear in the first year of e,
indicating that it is possible to conduct screening
and detect autism in the early stages of infan
significantly earler than diagnosis is usually available.

Clinical Implications

The study led to Gonstruction of a screening scale to
identify indices associated with autistic characteristics
in the first year of ife - the Early Signs of Pre-Autism
Screening Scale for Infants ESPASI (Alonim, et al.,
2007). The scale is used in Medical Centers in Israel.




